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eBooks Photo galleries 

Blogs News 

The Web has been replacing printed media 



However, all these valuable information 
quickly disappears 

eBooks Photo galleries 

Blogs News 



% 
Disappear or change 

within 1 year 



 

77 web archiving initiatives across the world work to 
preserve Humanity’s cultural heritage available 

online 





The Portuguese Web Archive 
project started in 2008 



It was announced last year (2012) 

• Public and free at archive.pt 

 

archive.pt


Provides URL search like the 
Internet Archive Wayback Machine 



Problem with URL search 

• Users do not know the URL that contained the 
information that they need. 



Archive.pt also provides full-text 
search over 1.2 billion web files 
archived since 1996 

Archive.pt


New web archive search system based on open 
source web archiving tools (NutchWAX)  

• Quicker response times 

• Improved search results relevance 



Designed more adequate user interfaces: 
NutchWAX (2007) vs. PWA (2012) 

• Internationalization support 

• Advanced search user interface 

• Improved usability  
– 71% overall user satisfaction from usability testing 

 



Researched ranking algorithms for web 
archive information retrieval 

• Publications, test collections and collaboration proposals 



The source code is free and open 



Archive.pt is useful to international users 

• Archived web pages written in several languages 

• Includes all Portuguese speaking domains (.AO, .MZ, 
.CV) except Brazil 

• 21.2% of the Visits were not from Portugal 

 

 



The Portuguese Web Archive can be 
used to document interesting stories 

Let’s hear one 



 
Once upon a time in 1996… 



There was a “mad” scientist  

Who invented “the World Wide Web, an internet-based 
hypermedia initiative for global information sharing.”  



He founded an organization to support his invention 



There were lists of WWW sites 



The Library of Congress also had 
one WWW site in 1996 



Since then, WWW sites became used 
even to publish News 



That now can be quickly translated to several 
languages  

1998 archived news article from Portuguese publication 
translated with Google Translate in 2013 



Would you like to search for 
more interesting pages? 



Visit me at the Demo lobby 
or try it at archive.pt! 
Thanks. 

 

www.archive.pt 

daniel.gomes@fccn.pt 
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