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arquivo.pt

http://www.arquivo.pt/


Arquivo.pt

• Free online service to research the Past Web
• Preserves publicly accessible information related 

with:
• Portugal 
• Research and Education (international)

• Governmental service provided by 
Foundation for Science and Technology (Portugal)

• A digital research infrastructure
• Available at https://arquivo.pt/

https://arquivo.pt/
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Goal

Show how Arquivo.pt created a new service for the 

community and started by doing internal advocacy
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Agenda

1. What happens to old websites in organizations

2. How are websites Reborn?

3. From internal advocacy to offering a new service to the 

community

4. Arquivo.pt Memorial



Renascer project brings back old websites at Arquivo.pt, Ricardo Basílio and Daniel Gomes. Arquivo.pt. IIPC WAC 2024, Paris, 25-04-2024  Session#04

1- What happens to old 

websites in organizations
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1 - What happens to old websites in organizations

“Voto electrónico” or “Electronic voting” in Portugal, votoelectronico.pt, 2004 

Replay on the OldWeb.Today emulator

2004

https://votoelectronico.pt/
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1 - What happens to old websites in organizations

In 2008 the website content was deactivated, but the domain was mantained by the owner.

2008
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1 - What happens to old websites in organizations

In 2023, the Renascer project brought back the website votoelectronico.pt

2023

https://votoelectronico.pt/
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1 - What happens to old websites in organizations
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1 - What happens to old websites in organizations

Why organizations keep their website domains?

• Simply forgetting

• Future use

• Security reasons
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1 - What happens to old websites in organizations

vivapraia.com 

2005@Arquivo.pt

2021@Arquivo.pt

http://www.vivapraia.com/
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1 - What happens to old websites in organizations

The Harvard Medical School-Portugal, www.hmsportugal.pt, April 2024.

http://www.hmsportugal.pt/
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2- How are websites Reborn?



Renascer project brings back old websites at Arquivo.pt, Ricardo Basílio and Daniel Gomes. Arquivo.pt. IIPC WAC 2024, Paris, 25-04-2024  Session#04

2 - How are websites Reborn?
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2 - How are websites Reborn?

Domain Name Arquivo.pt
Memorial

Redirect to

votoelectronico.pt memorial.arquivo.pt
historical version

Example:
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2 - How are websites Reborn?

Example em IPv4:

$ dig a votoelectronico.pt

….

;; ANSWER SECTION:

votoelectronico.pt. 6772 IN A 

194.210.235.13

….

Example em IPv6:

$ dig aaaa votoelectronico.pt

….

;; ANSWER SECTION:

votoelectronico.pt. 10800 IN AAAA 

2001:690:a00:1039::13….

The domain owner just needs to redirect it to Arquivo.pt
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2 - How are websites Reborn?

All the links from other websites are also reactivated

http://www.votoelectronico.pt
/documentacao/index.aspx 

http://www.votoelectronico.pt/documentacao/index.aspx
http://www.votoelectronico.pt/documentacao/index.aspx
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3- From internal advocacy to offering 

a new service to the community
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3 - From internal advocacy to offering a new service to the community

How many sites in our organization?

Identification of all websites owned by the FCT-FCNN (Foundation for Science and Technology)
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3 - From internal advocacy to offering a new service to the community

Reborn websites at the Arquivo.pt Memorial: arquivo.pt/memorialen

http://www.arquivo.pt/memorialen
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4- Arquivo.pt Memorial
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3 - From internal advocacy to offering a new service to the community

«At the University X, we currently have 

hundreds of websites developed using totally 

obsolete frameworks. Can you help us?»

Any similarity with reality is purely coincidental
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4 - Arquivo.pt Memorial

Example of a Research Program website, from the University of Lisbon, on 
Arquivo.pt Memorial. Minema Program,  minema.di.fc.ul.pt

The case of the MiNEMA Website

http://www.minema.di.fc.ul.pt/
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4 - Arquivo.pt Memorial
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The website remained online for another 10 years 
without new content

4 - Arquivo.pt Memorial
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The website remained online for another 10 years 
without new content

4 - Arquivo.pt Memorial



Renascer project brings back old websites at Arquivo.pt, Ricardo Basílio and Daniel Gomes. Arquivo.pt. IIPC WAC 2024, Paris, 25-04-2024  Session#04

4 – Arquivo.pt Memorial

Old website with no updates but...

• Fixed costs

• Energy consumption, CO2 emissions

• Security vulnerabilities
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4 – Arquivo.pt Memorial

«The managers are very reluctant to 

transfer the content of these websites 

outside the university.»

(Any similarity with reality is purely coincidental)
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4 – Arquivo.pt Memorial

Memorial advantages

• Reduces ecological footprint

• Reduces maintenance costs

• Reduces security threats to the institution 
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4 – Arquivo.pt Memorial
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Conclusions

• Web archives as a set of useful services to the community is our future

• The issue of cyber security is crucial and web archives can help

• Internal advocacy and external dissemination is needed
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arquivo.pt/catalog 

http://www.arquivo.pt/catalog
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To receive news

arquivo.pt/subscribe 

Contact us

contacto@arquivo.pt

http://www.arquivo.pt/subscribe
mailto:contacto@arquivo.pt
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