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The Editors

Elena Demidova Jane Winters Thomas Risse



https://www.jasondavies.com/wordcloud/

40 authors from 12 countries around the World



Writing “The Past Web” took 4 years



A book to support web archiving

Raise awareness about the importance of web archiving

New pedagogical resource to train new web archivists

Disseminate services offered by web archives

Share inspiring research work that used web archives



Besides web archivists, who is this book for?

• Professors
to teach about web preservation

• Researchers 
to study the past through the Web

• Computer scientists 
to develop new applications to explore historical web data

• Information professionals
to also preserve online information

• Citizens who use Internet (who doesn’t?)
to make the past as accessible as the present



Part 1: 
Why preserve the web?



Part 2: 
How to collect information from the web?



Part 3: 
How to access historical web data?



Part 4: 
How to research the past web?



Part 5:
How to make web archives become infrastructures?



Part 6:
The future of web archiving



Arquivo.pt preserved the cited links

https://arquivo.pt/wayback/20210528083650/http:/
/paulinealacremefr.blogspot.com/

Image screenshot of part of a web page

Archived web page, complete and 
browsable

https://arquivo.pt/wayback/20210528083650/http:/paulinealacremefr.blogspot.com/


Some citations of the book to online content are 
no longer available on the live-web!

But are available on the 
Past Web preserved by 
Arquivo.pt



Promising initial results

“The Past Web”:
18 000 downloads since July 2021

“Web archiving”: 
11 000 downloads since 2006



The Past Web a book to support web archiving!

Read and disseminate it among your communities!

Book available at:
www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030632908

Preprint version available in open access at:
arquivo.pt/book

https://www.springer.com/gp/book/9783030632908
https://arquivo.pt/livro

